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Rental vs. Purchasing : “The Other Way”

Renting apparel takes a detrimental toll on budgets and uniform quality throughout
the contract. Purchasing workwear saves money, ensures quality, creates
ownership, and avoids unnecessary commitment or time constraints.

Rental contracts typically last 3-5 years. Purchasing
workwear through ServiceWear Apparel doesn’t require
a contract or any long-term commitment. Purchase as
frequently or infrequently as you like, starting anytime.

Unlike rental contracts that require a large minimum
spend of as much as $100,000, ServiceWear Apparel
allows agencies to purchase work apparel with no
minimum spending requirements. This ensures
organizations of all sizes can access high-quality
workwear without budget constraints or long-term
financial commitments.

Mandatory laundry services use hot water and harsh
chemicals, which deteriorate both the appearance and
comfort of garments much sooner than home wash.
Uniform rental companies reuse, patch and repair old
garments as long as possible, usually milking an item
an average of 3-5 years. Purchasing plans replace
garments in 1-2 years.

Long-Term Costs

Even when your employees do not turn in their
garments, you still pay for laundry, including days your
employees are sick, on vacation, or disengaged. For
example, your rental agreement may require you to pay
$600 per week to launder garments for 54 employees
every week, even though 10 may be out sick, 8 are on
vacation, and another 12 never turn in their garments.

No one wants to wear a ratty uniform for 3-5 years.
Purchasing new uniforms every 1-2 years can lead to
happier employees, better fitting uniforms and a sense of
responsibility for the uniform.

A typical employee uniform rental agreement begins at three years at $11.00 per person/
per week for a shirts and pants program. This charge is just the base fee and doesn’t include

additional charges, repairs or replacements.

Renting Costs Purchasing Costs
$ per $
person
$
x weeks +
$ per $
year

In 3 years, purchasing
can save you:

Es shirts
at $18.91 each* Year 1 $ 389.20
E-, pants Year 2 $572:00

at $7.65 each $ 20

Year 3 + 389
every 2 years 3
*includes embroidery 40
+ 1 ’350 per person

This is savings at base price. All the recurring fees of renting uniforms will likely lead to even higher actual savings with purchasing.
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